
352 PAST AND PRESENT OF WINNESHIEK COUNTY 

a native of the latter state. In their family were the following children: Mrs. Zeruah Sillaman, who died 

in Missouri; Emma Louisa, who passed away at the age of one year; Mary Butters, a widow residing 

in Schuyler county, New York; and Clark A., who died in that state. 

Robert Townsend was reared at home and resided in his native county until April, 1855, when he 

came west, settling in Winneshiek county, Iowa. He purchased a farm of one hundred and sixty acres 

on section 22, Burr Oak township, taking up his residence upon it when pioneer conditions prevailed 

everywhere and the work of development was scarcely begun. The passing years brought him success, 

prominence and a substantial fortune and his farm became one of the best in this section of the state 

for he was at all times practical in his methods and progressive in his ideas. He continued active in the 

development of his property until the fall of 1912, when he rented the farm, still continuing, however, 

to reside upon the homestead. 

On the 9th of February, 1859, Mr. Townsend was united in marriage to Miss Jane McLaughlin, 

who was born in Armstrong county, Pennsylvania, November 23, 1837, and went to Illinois with her 

parents in 1855. In the following year the family removed to Winneshiek county and here Mrs. 

Townsend has since resided. She is a daughter of Joseph and Rachel (McGarey) McLaughlin, both of 

whom passed away in Iowa. They became the parents of eleven children, three of whom died in infancy 

and five of whom are still living. Mr. and Mrs. Townsend have two daughters. The older, Dora E., is 

the widow of Sidney Boyd, of Canton, Minnesota, and has two children, Harry T. and Claudine Estella. 

The younger, Dottie B., is the wife of Marcus Stockman, of Minneapolis, Minnesota, and they have two 

children, Fred Parker and Rollin Perry. Mr. and Mrs. Townsend lost one child, Jessie D. F., who died 

when she was one year old. 

Mr. Townsend has voted the republican ticket since he cast his ballot for Fremont. He belongs to 

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and is interested in the work of that organization. His life has 

been such as to give him high standing in the eyes of the community and he is generally recognized as 

a man whose long years of earnest labor have not only contributed to his own prosperity but have also 

been a boon to the community at large. 

 
 
 

MARTIN A. MEYER. 

 

Martin A. Meyer, a prosperous and successful stock buyer in Fort Atkinson, is a native son of Iowa, 

born in Fayette county, his parents being Henry and Mary (Smith) Meyer, natives of Germany. The 

father died when the subject of this review was only one year and a half old, leaving two children: a 

daughter, Mary, who died in a convent at Racine, Wisconsin, on the 22d of May, 1906; and Martin A. 

Martin A. Meyer was reared in Fayette county and acquired his education in the district schools. 

When he began his independent career he followed farming and merchandising for some years, 

conducting a profitable and well managed hardware store in Wesley, Iowa, for some time. He 

afterwards engaged in his present occupation as a cattle and horse buyer, feeder and shipper 


